The Watergate Caper GBS "'Campaign 72" 9/3/72, Weisberg 9/3/72 

This memo is written a little more than 1 l/2 hrs after the beginning of the show and 


after listening to that which followed, a not particularly friendly interview with Gary 
hart (who said O’Brien is the u o. 1 man in the campaign ana that the diagreements were 
really about loose talk by loose mouths-amenl ) . 

By coincidence this CBS treatment appeared the same day as a full page by the Wash 
lost, Especially considering the differences in the media and the problems of each, there 
is no comparison: CBS is much more informative. It is perhaps a decent commentary on the 
printed press that TV today presented details not earlier in any of the printed press I 
have seen. Most of the first half hour is devoted to this. The second and the second side 
of the tape is on how the parties get their money. 

The show began with Mitchell's validation of the belief that he is dirty, arrogant 
ana unscrupulous, a man who depends on power, rather than particularly bright, For examole, 
his comment that the Democrats in filing their suit were engaging in a "political stunt", 
ny the time he made the a rack, assuming total ignorance and total innocence, it might have 
been tolerated. Bjtt by the time he personally had to fire because of it, the White iA ouse 
involvement is oeyoad question, as is the use of large B-epublicanfunds not properly accounted 
repeating that as an appropriate com ent today and adding without being asked that 
he had described this as "demagoguery o 
good self -description, 1 believe. 

He looked ands ouncied nervous to me 0 I think he is really treoubied. The reporters 
we.ee not their usual easy with him. u e stuttered a bit, quiwered ever so slightly, etc. 

ihe sound track identifies the room of the Howard Johnson motel accross the (there 
rather wide) street as K o. 72 j. It says monitoring equipment was set up there as in rooms 
21 4, pi 4 oi the Watergate. This and the allegation that ^unt and Liddy were in these WG 
rooms and fled to the HJ room when the police arrived is credited to the DC police. 

The He public ^atjonal Bank, used by Barker, is StabstH "run by Cubans", (iiebozo one?) 
Berstein is show saying, among other tilings, that there had been federal foot-draggling 


the worst type" is also still true is an a^ather 


try 

ere 


unoii he got into it, that were it not for his investigation and ability to indict and 
lederal agencies would alive "swept under the rug" the whole business. He alleged they 
proceeding at a "leisurely pace" if at all until then. 

P&oto shop man Michael flichardson is show telling about the two me who brougHttwo 
roils of film to him and didn't know what size prints they wanted. They called someone to 
learn. Barker gave him the rocjls. ^e recognized Barker ana ^'iorini from their pictures 
aitei their arres « ana, not known to the best of ay knowledge until now, promptly called 
thecas usuaisl silent when embarrassed ) FBI. He identified the stationary of the DBC and 
said the stuff he printed included memos, correspondence between O'Brien and "various parties.' 
Gnu Jenaro rerez is then show saying he knowns ^iorini and Barker well because they had 
"revolutionary a n d naricty contact in 1959-60" (taanslation, trained together for it not parti- 
cipate in Bay r igs) and was in the shop and didn't see either. That day, that is. One is 
to presume he is an employee and was thgre^all, day. 

Etx±Hiix"tola the local field office of the 
Seems like they take orders well, 
don't Comment on matters under investigation." Like 
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